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prc: THE PUSH FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE MODERNIZATION (u) 


Summary 


(U) Peking's media have provided new insight into some of the key issues 
and problems involved in modernizing the People's Liberation Army. A 
series of 16 articles carried in the military newspaper, Liberation Army 
Daily, from late January through May revealed much about the leadership 
perspective on the question of national defense modernization and provided 
some specific guidance on the preferred way to obtain the goals outlined in 
various documents over the last year. 


Discussion 


(U) The Chinese open press this year has provided significant information 
on efforts by Peking's leadership to promote the concept of national mod- 
ernization. National defense, which is but one of four priorities in the 
modernization drive, has received extensive press coverage. A series of 16 
articles carried in the Liberation Army Daily from late January through 
May explored many of the key Issues and problem areas involved in 
modernizing the People's Liberation Army (PLA). The articles stated as 
unequivocally as possible the leadership perspective on how to modernize 
the PLA effectively and posed prererred solutions to this effort. 


(U) Aljthough the debate on the method and pace of PLA modernization is 
not new, there now seems to be a consensus on the overall! goals for China 
over the next two decades. From the military point of view, the apparently 
conflicting objectives of revolutionization and modernization of the PLA 
must be harmonized. A recurrent theme in this year's articles is that the 
"Red and Expert" approach is once again an acceptable solution to the 
problem of PLA modernization. A number of military and civilian model 
units and individuals have been cited in support of this approach. As early 
as June 1977, the leadership announced its intention to "strive to 
accelerate the revolutionization and modernization of our army... by 
putting political work in command but bringing into play the role of modern 
weapons, technology, and equipment." For the past year, this theme has 
been prominent in all open discussions of PLA modernization. 


(U) On the 50th anniversary of the PLA in August 1977, Party Vice- 
Chairman Yeh Chien-ying emphasized accelerating scientific research in 


national defense and production by defense industries. Yeh also outlined 
the relationship between science and technology and national defense. He 
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called for a modernized defense structure consisting of conventional and 
nuclear forces that are rigorously trained and fully conversant with "tech- 
niques of modern arms and equipment and tactics." Yeh, however, re- 
iterated the need for Party control over the army, for greater discipline 
within the Party and the army, and for intensified efforts to improve 
discipline. 


(U) The Liberation Army Daily articles written last August pointed out 
PLA management and training protiems, for which solutions and guidance 
were offered In this year's news reports. Both sets of articles indicate that 
the Chinese are initially counting on upgrading overall PLA efficiency and 
combat capability by strengthening military training and better integrating 
men with existing weapons. 


(U) In September 1977, it was reported that a national conference on 
science would be held the following spring. At that time, a Liberation 
Army Daily editorial called for full awareness of the urgency to develop 
science and technology for national defense. Moreover, the editorial 
alluded to a hierarchy of priorities. For example, progress in science and 
technology must come before general economic construction, which, in 
turn, must precede national defense construction. The editorial em- 
phasized the "integration of revolutionized people with sophisticated 
weapons." Party committees at all levels were admonished to ensure that 
scientific research personnel be allowed to devote at least five-sixths of 
their time each week to professional work. 


(U). A report by the theoretical group of the National Defense Scientific 
and Technological Commission in fate January provided additional insight 
into the relationship between scientific and technological endeavors and 
national defense modernization. The article dealt at length with the re- 
quirements for conducting modern warfare and concluded that, although 
valuable as a revolutionary tradition, the Maoist concept of "millet plus 
rifles" required modification in light of an altered context. A three-stage 
development scheme was discussed: An initial stage of "millet plus rifles,” 
then "millet plus rifles plus aircraft and cannons," and, finally a new de- 
velopment characterized by conventional weapons plus special weapons. 


(U) The article further stated: ". . . [t's impossible to use broadswords 
against guided missiles and other nuclear weapons. . .We must have not only 
more aircraft and cannons but also atomic bombs. . .We can no longer 
mainly pin our hopes on the enemy for our acquisition of conventional 
weapons, equipment, and ammunition. . .In addition to modern weapons and 
equipment, we must have modern industries producing oe iron, and 
petroleum... ." 
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(U) In early February, the Party's theoretical journal, Red Flag, summa- 
rized many of the earlier statements and perspectives: “The future war 
against aggression will be a people's war under modern conditions. We must 
accelerate the development of S&T for national defense and the national 
defense industry, improve the weaponry and armaments, raise education 
and training to a strategic position, turn the army into a college for the 
training and upbringing of a large number of qualified personnel who are 
both "Red and Expert" and capable of meeting the requirements of modern 
war and achieve a still better coordination of men and weapons." 


““fe}- A series of frank commentaries in late January called for stepped-up 
PLA training in specialized and technical aspects of modern warfare and 
indicated training work would take precedence over political education 
sessions and participation in production. This move exemplifies the 
reversal of PLA priorities begun in the years following the Cultural Revo- 
lution and closely adhered to last year. Other articles appearing around the 
same time stressed that the Maoist "people's war" strategy of resisting an 
enemy possessing superior equipment with a less well-equipped but 
politically motivated force will necessarily remain the foundation of 
Chinese defense strategy for a long time. From mid-February through the 
end of the month, editorial attention was focused on "consolidating the 
army."' Apparently, this campaign was directed at those followers of the 
“gang of four" who might be in a position to disrupt the movement to 
rectify and modernize the PLA. 


(U) Following the issuance of directives by various high-level spokesmen 
for the defense establishment, new PLA military, political, and logistical! 
academies were opened in March. In addition, infantry schools reopened in 
Kunming, Fuchou, and Nanching Military Regions during this period. In late 
April, the Military Commission issued a 10-point decision on operating 
military schools, and a major Military Commission directive on strengthen- 
ing PLA training appeared in mid-May. A summary of 16 Liberation Army 
Daily articles from 26 January to 5 May 78 surfaced at the end of May. 
This summary reiterated the main points made on raising the level of the 
PLA's military and politica! qualities, combat readiness, revolutionization, 
and madernization. 


Qutlook 


(JU) The extensive media coverage on national defense modernization 
accurately reflects not only the priority assigned to this effort but also the 
difficulties encountered by the Chinese leadership in formulating their 
solutions to the issue and integrating it with plans for China's overall 
modernization. Currently, there seems to be a considerable degree of 
leadership consensus on the goals of national defense modernization and 
some efforts to actually implement the stated policies appear to be under 
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way. Despite the press emphasis now being placed on efforts to fully 
modernize the PLA, the leadership is aware that a selective approach to 
defense modernization is necessary. Furthermore, failure to achieve stated 
production goals and levels in other areas of modernization, such as the 
output of steel, would impact directly on the national defense mod- 
ernization effort and would force some reassessment of these overall goals. 
Although the latest series of press articles have presented specific 
guidance on the future direction of the PLA, it is unlikely that the debate 
on national defense modernization is over. As the current policies and 
pronouncements are carried out at the lower levels, the leadership may 
have to reevaluate the validity of the present method and pace of the 
modernization effort. The push for ultimate modernization of the national 
defense establishment will be a great deal more difficult and more time 
consuming than even the frankest commentary this year would admit. 
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